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CHarTer 82  AL-INFITAR (THE CLEAVING)

Commentary by Dr. Basharat Ahmad
(Translated by Imam Kalamazad Mohammed)

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the
Merciful.

When the heaven is cleft asunder,

And when the stars become dispersed,

And when therivers are made to flow forth,

And when the graves are laid open -

Every soul will know what it has sent be-
fore and what it has held back.

O man, what beguiles thee from thy Lord,
the Gracious?

Who created thee, then made thee com-
plete, then madetheein aright good
State -

Into whatever form He pleases, He casts
thee.

Nay, but you give the lie to the Judgement,

And surely there are keepers over you,

Honourablerecorders,

They know what you do.

Surely, the righteous are in bliss,

And the wicked are truly in burning Fire -

They will enter it on the day of Judgement,

And will not be absent from it.

And what will make thee realise what the
day of Judgement is?

Again, what will make thee realise what
the day of Judgement is?

The day when no soul controls aught for
another soul. And the command on

that day is Allah's.

Thisisan early Makkan chapter, and
like the preceding one, At-Takwir

(TheFolding Up), it proves, through
prophecies, that man will haveto ac-
count for hisdeeds. Thereisonedif-
ference, though. Inthe previous chap-
ter (The Folding Up), thefulfillment
of the glorious prophecies mentioned
there relate to the Last Age, whilst
the extraordinary signs contained in
thischapter (The Cleaving) wererel-
evant to the life of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (sas). Their fulfillment
was clearly witnessed in hislifetime
and their glory and grandeur were
also extended to the centuriesthat im-
mediately followed his advent. As
mentioned several times before,
prophecies are couched in subtle,
metaphorical language and their true
significance is disclosed only at the
timeof their fulfillment.

When the heaven is cleft asun-
der,

This verse carries adeep metaphori-
cal meaning. That is, the heavenswill
rain signs and divine help asif they
were created for that purpose and
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were only awaiting the command of
their Lord, and when the time was
ripe, so torrential would be this
downpour of divine signs and heav-
enly help asif ahugevessal werebro-
ken and had scattered its contentsfar
and wide.

And when the stars become dis-
persed.

This, too, isanother subtle metaphor.
The Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas)
is reported to have said: “My com-
panionsarelikethestars.” They were
likened to stars because they were
filled with the heavenly light which
the Holy Prophet brought. The mean-
ing isthat when these showers of di-
vineass stanceand heavenly signsfall
upon the earth and 1dlam becomestri-
umphant, then another signwill come
into effect and that is the heavenly
stars, that is, the companions of the
Holy Prophet, and other Muslims
who will befilled with thissamelight,
will travel al over the earth to dis-
perse this divine light, that is, to
propagatethereligion of Idamworld-
wide.

And when the rivers are made to
flow forth.

Riversinfigurativelanguagerefer to
knowledge. That is, riversof knowl-
edge will flow in abundance all over
theworld. Thisthird signtellsusthat
asthe companionstraverse the earth
and spread thereligion they will al'so
initiate aflood of knowledgeand wis-
dom in every sphere of human en-
deavour. In addition, the Arab nation
will be the blessed community that
will teach the world knowledge and
science and will inspire and lay the
foundation of anew civilisation and
culture.

And when the graves are laid
open.

That is, the dead will come dlive. In
other words, those people who were
suffering adeath of illiteracy, barbar-
ism and misguidance, and were bur-
ied inthe grave of ignorance and pa-
ganism, would receivealife (of faith
and knowledge). And wherever the
message of Iam will reach, onewill
find therearesuscitating breath of life
breathed into erstwhile savages.

Bear in mind that these four hidden
signs mentioned here were proph-
esied at atimewhen ISlamwasinits
infancy and was undergoing aperiod
of extreme destitution and helpless-
ness. How vividly they unfolded in
just afew years and how rapidly Is-
lam occupied the world stage have
been written large in golden letters
on the pages of world history.

Every soul will know what it has
sent before and what it has held
back.

After describing thefour signsabove,
Allah, Most High, then says that if
those signs turn out to be true, then,
consequently, it is also true that ev-
ery man will be shown the results of
his actions, whether he seesthem in
the future life or, whether as a doer
of good deeds, he hasleft behind him
amark of hisbenevolence. Anditis
beyond dispute that these four proph-
ecies mentioned above indeed con-
stitute the beautiful legacy that the
Islamic community bequeathed to the
world.

It has already been mentioned in
chapter 78 (An-Naba - The An-
nouncement), that the age of every
prophet or messenger providesus, in

asmall measure, with apicture of the
day of Resurrection so that people
may witness with their own eyesthe
resultsof their actionsinthislife, and
that thismay further strengthen their
faith in the Great Resurrection when
man will witness the full manifesta-
tion of the consequences of hisdeeds.

Thisiswhy Allah hasusedintheHoly
Qur’an the word As-Sa’ah (The
Hour), which isanother namefor the
day of Resurrection, to depict the
success of the virtuous and the de-
struction and failure of thewickedin
the very lifetime of the Messenger.
Allah’spurposein affording man this
preview isreally for it to serveasan
incontestable proof of the Great Res-
urrection. In other words, when, in
accordance with Allah’s design, the
results of deeds are disclosed in this
very life and everyone, good or bad,
receives hisjust recompense - afact
which was foretold before the event
- then, if it is also revealed before-
hand that in the next life, good and
evil will each acquireitscorrespond-
ing reward inthefullest measure, than
what aternative is there but to ac-
cept the truth of Allah’s promise?

Indeed, we have witnessed the true
fulfilment of these mattersinthislife
and we have seen with our own eyes
the repercussions of both good and
evil. Thus, according to Allah’splans,
whatever goodnessthe group of holy
companions worked, and whatever
footprints they left behind, serve to
prove that they were a community
with exalted moralsand great benefi-
cence, and in the next world their
deeds will bear immeasurable fruit.
Forcefully indicated also is the fact
that man’s every deed contains its
own consequencewhether it becomes
visibleinthisworld or in the next.



Thus, man ought to be very circum-
spect concerning his actions and
should conduct himself in such away
that not only does he send forth good
for the next world but also leaves
behind a legacy of goodness in his
wake.

O man, what beguiles thee from
thy Lord, the Gracious?

Who created thee, then made
thee complete, then made thee
in a right good state.

This means that man is born in this
world and quickly forgetsthe purpose
of hiscreation and hisattentionisriv-
eted solely on satisfying his animal
desires, likeesating, drinking and other
sensual passions. Hedriftsaway from
his Lord Who brought him into be-
ing in order to shower His
Rububiyyat (Providence) on him, that
is, tolead himto acquire, step by step,
all-round progress and perfection,
and Who, in Hisinfinite generosity,
bestowed on him such resourcesand
talentsasto make him attain the high-
est excellence and so become an
honoured servant of hisgenerousand
noble Lord.

This is the same Lord Who created
him and fashioned him in the best
make. That is, whatever faculties
were bestowed on him werethe most
appropriate, themost suitableand the
most perfect so that he could attain
to the fullest degree the purpose of
his creation. Further, He fashioned
him in the right measure. In other
words, man’sadvancement is depen-
dent on moderation and balance
which are free from extremes and
which his Creator has embedded in
hisvery nature (fitrah).

Thus, if man focuses hisattention on

his noble and magnanimous L ord,
thatis, if heawayskeepsin mindthe
fact that his Lord has created him to
acquire excellence and perfection,
and if he ponders over his creation
and realisesthe extent of the sublime
gualities with which he has been
blessed and he should then follow the
path of moderation, then thereis no
limit to the excellences and degrees
of perfection he can acquire. Yet, un-
fortunately, he does not suppress his
sensual desires and animal passions
in favour of his spiritual perfection
and progressinthenext life. Further,
he must never ever turn away from
obedienceto hisLord, for hereinlies
the secret of hisnobility.

Into whatever form He pleases,
He casts thee.

That is, thediversity inform and ap-
pearance is, in Allah’s wisdom, a
wonderful and extraordinary matter.
Thisis so to enable human beingsto
recognise one another and to develop
their unique personalities. Regardless
of the shape in which Allah, Most
High, has cast each person, the same
path to spiritual perfectionisequally
availableto everyone, whether black
or white, or handsome or not. Fur-
ther, no one can prevent another from
travelling on thispath of spiritual per-
fection, which is the purpose of life
on earth.

Nay, but you give the lie to the
Judgement.

In other words, nothing has really
deceived man from the straight path.
Indeed, the true cause of his devia-
tion isthat he feels no fear for the
responsibility and consequencesof his
deeds. If he were sure that a day
would surely come when he would

be requited for his deeds, then he
would never be disobedient to his
gracious Lord. The result of hisre-
fusal to believeinthe certainty of ret-
ribution on aday of punishment has
led him to the pit of heedlessnessand
disobedience. And thisis, intruth, a
denial by way of deeds of the day of
Judgement. However, man should
alwaysremember that hisactionswill
not be lost, for every deed is well-
guarded in a safe record.

And surely there are keepers over
you,

Honourable recorders,

They know what you do.

In other words, Allah has appointed
such keepers who record the deeds
of man and they never allow any ac-
tion to belost. Instead, they keep on
recording every single thing. Those
keepers are noble and venerable an-
gels who are quite unlike some
wicked officersof thisworld’' s secret
police who write down whatever evi-
dence they feel to. On the contrary,
whatever those pure recorders write
is completely genuine and trustwor-
thy. Today, in this scientific age, the
latest researches have disclosed that
no word or action of manisever lost.
Instead, everything isbeing continu-
ously recorded in the sound waves
of theether. If we can deviseameans
by which we can read these records,
then wewill be ableto read the com-
plete history of theworld, and what-
ever habitation we choose to exam-
ine, wewill beabletotell what work
was donethere and what wordswere
spoken there.

Uspan, an English Muslim convert
and former editor of the Outlook and
the Light (two magazines), has made
an incisive remark on this matter,



boldly declaring that the day the
records conserved in the book of na-
ture are decoded the result would be
theimmediate collapse of Christian-
ity, for thefase storiesrelating to the
Godhead of the Messiah, Prophet
Jesus, and hisbeing taken up aliveto
heaven will be exposed and conse-
guently the doctrines of the Trinity
and the Atonement will vanish from
the face of the earth.

In short, scientistsare engaged inthe
task of discovering means by which
we can read the record of nature and
they may or they may not succeed.
In any case, that record isin the pos-
session of Allah - arecord fromwhich
no word or deed of ourswill be con-
cealed or omitted. Thus, theresult of
thiswill beasfollows:

Surely, the righteous are in bliss,
And the wicked are truly in burn-
ing Fire -

They will enter it on the day of
Judgement,

And will not be absent from it.

That is, the hell which they are mak-
ing with their own hands through
their evil deedsis ever present with
theminthislife, but they areblind to
it. However, after death, on the day
of Requital, they will perceiveit with
certainty of sight, and that isthe Fire
that they will enter.

And what will make thee realise
what the day of Judgement is?
Again, what will make thee
realise what the day of Judge-
ment is?

The repetition of this question is a
form of linguistic style, the purpose
being to make clear the importance
of the subject matter and also to high-

light the horror and the grandeur of
that day of Judgement.

The day when no soul controls
aught for another soul. And the
command on that day is Allah’s.

Power and command are always in
the hands of Allah, but here the ob-
jectiveisto draw attention to thefact
that, inthislife, Allah hasgiven man
the gift of choice: to do good or not
to, or to help one another in some
way or the other, or to confer benefit
on others or to defend them. How-
ever, on the day when the results of
deeds are disclosed, no onewill have
the option to bear the consequences
of hisdeeds patiently or not, neither
will anyone be able to save another
from punishment, nor be of help to
another in any way. Thisiswhy the
Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas)
warned his daughter, Lady Fatimah
(ra), inthefollowing words:

“Dear daughter, on the day of
Resurrection, itwill avail you
naught that | am your father.
Itisonly your deedsthat will
be of useto you.”

GRATITUDE TO ALLAH

The great Sa‘diof Shiroz, a
Persian poet has said that man
should be prayerful and thank-
ful to Allah twice at every breath:
first, because when he breathes
out he sends out the air which
was harmful to his health; sec-
ondly, because when he
breathes in he inhales life-giv-
ing oxygen.

Crimeand Violence-

TheRemedies

by Naseer Ahmad Faruqui

Theincreasein crimeand violenceis
world-wide. It is now becoming al-
most a nightmare. Unless effective
stepsaretaken to suppressand crush
theseevils, mankind will revert tothe
law of thejungle and no civilisation
cansurvive. Weareimmediately con-
cerned with the alarming rise in our
own country (Pakistan). Everyday
onereads of murders, dacoities, bur-
glaries, robberies, thefts, abductions,
kidnappings, mol estation of women,
and so on.

For prevention, we adopt two con-
flicting courses of action:

a. We are enhancing the existing pun-
ishmentsand the existing strength
of the courts.

b. Wearemaking jailsand prisonlife
more and more sophisticated and
comfortableintheinterest of hu-
manitarianism.

The enhancement of punishments,

which usually adds up to a longer

term of imprisonment, isaself-defeat-
ing method. IntheU.S.A., where sen-
tences run to hundreds of years, the
increase in crime and violence is so
adarmingthat it iscausing nation-wide
concern. In our country, the maxi-
mum limit of lifeimprisonment, with
remissionsof variouskinds, comesto
five to seven years of actual impris-
onment. Also, in the conditions ob-
taining in our country, lifeinsidethe
jail isnow, for the ordinary criminal,
more comfortable, and full of ameni-
tiesthan outside. So the effectiveness
of thismethod of punishment cannot
be any better. Besides, inside thejail
thecriminal comesinto daily contact



with other more hardened and more
experienced criminals. They compare
notes and evolve more detection-
proof methods of crime. Thereisno
hard labour left now; thefood is bet-
ter and moreregular than outside, the
clothing is better, and the prisoners
while away their spare time in gam-
bling, smoking (though both are offi-
cialy prohibited) and listening to the
radio, if not watchingtelevision. The
percentage of detection, and ultimate
conviction, isso small that no crimi-
nal is now deterred by these consid-
erations. Evenif heiscaught, which
isunlikely in most cases, and eventu-
aly convicted, lifeinjail hasno ter-
rors for him, particularly as he can
now come out even on parole and
visit hisfamily.

The more sophisticated thinkers ar-
gue that crime really has a psycho-
logical and economic origin, and
should therefore be tackled on those
grounds. Western thinkers also
thought so. And they had all the
meansto curetheir criminalson those
lines which they have tried now for
severa decades. But the situation in
the West ismuch more alarming than
in the East, in spite of the latter’'s
poverty and lack of psychological
trestment facilities. Therichest coun-
try in the history of theworld so far,
and themost advanced in psychol ogi-
cal and psychiatric treatment, namely
theU.S.A., hasthe highest incidence
of crime and violence. So let us not
delude ourselves by that kind of
thinking. Western criminol ogistsand
authoritiesfeel more baffled than we
do, because they have tried all the
remedies they could think of and
failed. They do not possess the light
which we have available to us, but
which we do not take advantage of .
It is the Divine light and guidance
giventousby our Creator inthe Holy

Qur’an, which excels all other re-
vealed books even in this respect.

According to the Holy Qur’an, man
has been given animal instincts, emo-
tions, desiresand passionsto provide
the motive power for the human
body’seffortsand hard work. But like
all other motive power (suchasina
car engine, railway engineor aircraft
engine) unless that power is effec-
tively controlled and steered, manis
bound to come to grief and even to
death. The animal within man hasto
be tamed, reined and driven accord-
ing to the will of the human spirit,
which must act as an effective rider.
The human spirit, drawn from the
Divine Spirit, cannot remain healthy
and strong enough to control the ani-
mal, unless it draws its nourishment
and strength from its Source (the Al-
mighty) through prayer five times a
day. Heneedsthisspiritual sustenance
just as he needs physical food regu-
larly to nourish the body. The mov-
ing spirit of man must also act on
moral and spiritual principlesthat are
explained by the Creator inthe Holy
Qur’an.

The above sublime truth needs no
explanation. Thosewho “believeand
do good deeds’ as explained in the
Holy Qur’an do not need a police
force, a magistracy or jails to keep
them on the right path. The Holy
Qur’ an teaches us how to tame and
control the animal within us, so that
we can ride on it to great moral and
spiritual heights.

But there are those who do not care
for moral and spiritual values. Their
spirit weakens and may even ap-
proach death. Their animal within
then becomes headstrong and mas-
terful. And they begintolead thelife
of the animal that drivesthem in all

theactivitiesof their daily lives.

Now, theanimal hasno moral or spir-
itual values. No policeforce, magis-
tracy or prisons can change its na-
ture. Economic and psychological
treatments cannot make him any bet-
ter. Theanimal, which isnot amena-
ble to curbs and controls, has to be
physically punished to make it be-
have. Thereis no other remedy.

We have reformatories and Borstal
institutions. They have had no appre-
ciable success. That is because we
teach the first offenders trades and
occupations, thinking that their ten-
dency towards crime is due to eco-
nomic reasons. No trade or occupa
tion can pay ashandsomely ascrime.
So the teaching of skillsisnot thefi-
nal answer.

Thefirst offenders should bealsore-
formed morally and spiritually. That
requires enlightened and modernin-
struction, but must include regular
prayers, fasting and the teaching of
theHoly Qur’ anwith trandation, lec-
tures on man’s responsibility for his
actions, which make hislife heaven
or hell, even in thisworld according
to what he does.

Butif afirst offender isnot reformed
and he continuesto be swayed by his
animal urges, then hisanimal hasto
be tamed through corporal punish-
ment. It is no use imprisoning the
millionsand millionsof criminaswho
are afinancial drain on society, and
become worse criminals when they
come out. In any case, the opportu-
nities for making easy and plenty
money through crime, with very lit-
tle chance of being caught or eventu-
ally convicted, and the comfortable
jail life, al comeinto the criminal’s
calculations. He naturally decidesto



take the easy lucrative course.

Furthermore, afine has no deterrent
effect. It falls usually on innocent
parents or members of the family.
With no terrors left in jail life, the
criminal prefersto spend alittlemore
time there than pay heavy fines. The
little possibility of detectionand even-
tual conviction again weigh against
reformation. A finecan easily bepaid
in any case from the much bigger
gainsof crime.

The man who isruled by the animal
within him cannot be reformed, un-
lessthe over-powering animal inhim
is tamed and reformed through cor-
pora punishment. That is the only
language the animal understands
when it has got the devil controlling
it.

During my long yearsof public serv-
ice, | have had several occasions to
watch the salutary effect of corporal
punishment when appeal s to reason
and the better side of manfail. When
| was serving in Bombay City long
before the Partition, communal riots
broke out. Nothing the police, the
magistracy and even the army could
do would stop them. The rioting
(stabbing, arson, etc.) lasted for more
than two months. Then the army
asked for public whipping to be in-
troduced. Then rioting stopped
within two days!

Several criminals| dealt with begged
me to send them to jail, but not to
whip them. But | found that even six
stripes cured budding criminalswho
had previously learnt no lesson from
reformatoriesor jails.

L et us take the much-maligned pun-
ishment of the cutting off of a hand
of thethief. Let memakeit quiteclear
that the Holy Qur’ an does not require

the hand to be cut off onthevery first
occasion. Theversein question reads:

And (asfor) the man and the
woman addicted to theft, cut
off their hands as a punish-
ment for what they have
earned an exemplary punish-
ment from Allah. And Allah
isMighty, Wise. But whoever
repentsafter hiswrongdoing,
and reforms, Allah will turn
to him (mercifully). Surely
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful
(5:38- 39).

It isthus quite clear that the criminal
first has to be given an opportunity
to repent and reform which can be
by binding him over, sending himto
areformatory or by flogging him.

If he persists in crime, then his left
hand has to be cut off in thefirst in-
stance. No case is known where the
second hand had to be cut off also.
In fact, it does not even reach so far
as having thefirst hand cut, once the
criminal world knowsthe exemplary
punishment that may be imposed on
them. The proof of the puddingisin
the eating. Saudi Arabia has chosen
toimplement thispenalty. Millions of
our people have by now been to Saudi
Arabiafor Hajj [pilgrimage], ‘Umra
(shorter pilgrimage or visit) or busi-
ness. Have they seen a single man
with a hand cut off? | have stayed
therefor nearly two monthsand trav-
elled al over. | did not see asingle
man with his hand cut off. And what
does one see instead? Shops glitter-
ing with silver and golden clothes,
ornaments, etc., left with doorsopen,
and electric lights blazing on these
shining goods, and no security-guard
or even aclosed door throughout the
night or when the shopkeeper goes
out for prayersfivetimesaday. | only
found occasionally that a band of
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black cloth (not more than a foot or
two high) was tied across the door
when the shop was | eft unattended. |
asked the Arabs why this was done.
It could not stop athief. “No,” they
said, “it is meant for stray dogs or
cats.” | know of aHaji [onewho has
performed the Hajj] who lost an
attaché case while travelling from
Jeddah to Mecca. It fell off the bus
top. When he went to the police in
Mecca, they advised him to be at the
bus stop when later buses arrived.
Sure enough, the next morning he
found aBedouin with hisattaché case
enquiring aloud whoseit was. When
the Haji clamed it, the Bedouin in-
sisted that they go to the policefirst.
At the police station the Haji found
that in falling off the roof to the
ground, the attaché case had broken
open. But not asingle pie was miss-
ing! What could have stopped a
Bedouin in the desert from appropri-
ating the money? This is a shining
example of the effectiveness of the
punishment provided by Islam.

Theft, with its more complicated
forms of burglary, robbery, dacoity,
etc., constitutes nearly eighty per cent
of the crimein the world. In spite of
security personnel, dogs, burglar
alarms, police patrols, and other
measures, nobody can go to sleep
with the assurancethat hewill not be
robbed during the night and, what is
worse, stabbed or killed in the bar-
gain. Considering this, isitfair tocall
the punishment provided by Islam
“barbaric’? Such a contemptuous
epithet has been used by Western na-
tions who, in the name of their civi-
lised culture and good sense, do not
hesitateto bomb millionsand millions
of innocent men, women and chil-
dren, killing and maiming them, and
burning them with their incendiaries
and napalm bombs. Our westernised



people, hypnotised by whatever
comesfrom the West, also repeat that
remark. They have not been robbed,
stabbed, or killed yet. That is why
they utter this calumny so lightly.
Western nations justify their whole-
sale slaughter, maiming and burning
of innocent people on the pleaof self-
defence and the need to defend soci-
ety against communists or aggressors
or terrorists, the new “buzz’ word.
Why can’'t the samepleabeavailable
to a Government which is conscien-
tious enough to realise that it has a
responsibility before man and Godto
save the peaceful innocent citizens
under its care from athief or a bur-
glar who gets away with their life's
savings in almost no time, and who
stabs or killsthem in the process?

The objection is sometimes raised
that aman may have beenfalsely im-
plicated in a charge of theft. In that
case, the questionisasked whether it
would befair to send himeventojail.
Inany case, inthe beginning nobody’s
hand is to be cut off. So how can a
false accusation lead to any irrevo-
cablemiscarriageof justice? A decent
man cannot easily be implicated
falsely and convicted. However, et
us propose that only a thief who is
caught red-handed and who is a ha-
bitual thief should have his hand cut
off. That issafe enough. In any case,
ahand can get cut off even asaresult
of adiseaseor inan accident in afac-
tory, car, train, or aeroplane. Besides,
asurgeon can cut off the hand of the
habitual thief after giving thethief an
anaesthetic. Asexperience hasshown
in Saudi Arabia, the occasion never
arises, because the Islamic punish-
ment istotally effective.

If weare afraid that thisistoo harsh,
then remember that we will never be
able to tackle the serious menace of

rising crimeand violence by the other
methods, all tried by Western coun-
tries and those of like mind. Why
should we be soft to the criminal and
ignorethefact that he robs and stabs
hisinnocent victimswithout any com-
punction?

Apart from the vital importance of
enforcing the Qur’ an and the Sunnah,
which our new Constitution obliges
us to do, we may aso take the fol-
lowing steps:

a. Filmsshowing crimeand violence
should betotaly banned fromcin-
emas and television. Our censor
code already providesfor it. But
inactual enforcement we arelax.
Not only do such filmsincite the
young to beviolent, but they also
teach those already thinking of,
or addicted to crime, ingenious
methods of crime and violence.
Let usbetotally firm in banning
thesefilms.

b. Police patrols at night are effec-
tive. But the old method of pa

trolling on foot isout of date and
too expensive. A policeman can-
not cover asufficient distance on
foot. And it is too expensive to
engage a police force large
enough to cover the whole area
of towns and cities on foot. On
the other hand, motorised patrols
are also too expensive. Besides,
they forewarn the thief slinking
in the dark. And they cannot go
everywhere.

So the answer is police patrols on
bicycles. | had experimented with it
asadistrict officer and found it most
effective. A small police force
equipped with bicycles can cover
large areas. They approach even more
silently than a policeman does on
foot. And the element of surpriseis
there. Lastly, it is easier to chase a
thief on cycle than on foot, as the
thieves are usually fleet-footed. The
expense of thisschemeisnominal, but
the benefit is enormous.

(Taken from The Light, December 1, 1976.)

(Thisisthe first of three parts of the book, Birth of Jesus in the Light of the Qur’an.
The other parts will appear in the forthcoming issues of The Message

BIRTH OF JESUS
INTHELIGHT OF THE QUR’AN

Dr. BASHARAT AHMAD

FOREWORD

| think aword concerning the motive
behind these pageswill not beamiss.
In bringing Jesus down to the human
pedestal, nothing could be farther
from my heart than detracting in any-
way from the universal love, esteem
and veneration he commands. Every
Muslim looks upon him as a true
Prophet of God and that, according
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toaMudim, isthe highest of honours.
My sole idea in putting before the
public these conclusionsof my inves-
tigations into the sacred records of
Islam and Christianity, is to rid all
earnest seekers-after-truth of what to
my mind is a superstition, pure and
simple. If, in this humble attempt in
the interest of Truth, the readers
should find any points still obscure



or unconvincing, | shall be glad to
entertain further questionsand, tothe
best of my knowledge, further eluci-
date them.

| may also mention that the original
of these pages appeared in the form
of aseries of articlesin the columns
of The Light of Lahore, India. This
should explaintherepetitionsin some
places.

PART |

BIRTH OF JESUS
INTHE LIGHT OF THE QUR’ AN

CHAPTERI
No PROCREATION WITHOUT A PAIR

Was Jesus born of a human father?
However silly it may look onthevery
face of it, there are not afew Mus-
lims, even among the educated class,
who actually ask the question in all
earnestness. An average Muslim gets
positively shocked at any suggestion
that indeed he was. As a matter of
fact, the question should be just the
other way about, that is, “Was Jesus
not born of ahuman father?” Andthe
matter for alarm and anxiety should
beif someonewereto say, “ No! Jesus
was born without afather.”

Asour own daily observation should
tell us, there is no man who is born
without a father. Fatherhood is an
indispensablefactor in the process of
all procreation. It isalaw of nature.
Why make an exception in the case
of Jesus? Whoever comes forward
with the theory that Jesus had no fa-
ther, on him lies the burden of proof
to substantiate his contentions; for he
isforcing upon usathing contrary to

theuniversal law of the Creator. Itis
for himto provehiscaseor hisclaim
must be summarily dismissed. Not a
singleinstance can be cited anywhere
in the world where conception with-
out amale agency hasbeen possible.
In fact, any such suggestion with re-
gard to any woman is to cast a most
serious slur on her honour.

So far as the Qur’an is concerned,
thisuniversal law of procreation ad-
mits of no exception. Beyond all
shadow of adoubt and in terms most
unequivocal, the Book laysdown: O
ye mankind, e have created you of
a male and a female (49: 13).

And: Verily, We have created man
out of a mixture of seeds (i.e. mae
and femal e seeds) - (76: 2).

This should suffice to show that no
procregtionispossiblewithoutamale
agency. In fact, this latter has been
specially mentioned as playing afar
more important part in the creation
of man than the female agency: Let
man ponder what he has been cre-
ated of. He has been created of wa-
ter that comes out from between the
back and the ribs (86: 6-8).

Isit not conclusive on the point? No
male agency, no conception. Yet
again, it has been said that human
birth takes place only whenthemale
seed gets access to the womb: He
indeed it isWho has created the pair
of male and female out of the geni-
tal seed when it is transmitted into
female womb (53: 44, 45).

This should leave no room for any
doubt whatever. The birth of achild,
according to the Qur’ an, cannot take
place except through the interaction
of a pair, the intermingling of male

and female seeds. Thisisthe law of
God, and thelawsof God, the Qur’an
elsewhere tells us, are immutable:
And you shall find no altering in the
law of God (33: 52).

The absolute fixity of this particular
law may be judged from the fact that
the Qur’an advances it as a refuta-
tion against the Christian doctrine of
the Divine Sonship of Jesus. How can
there be a son to God while He has
no mate? (6: 102).

Thisagain emphasisesthelaw of pro-
creation through pairs, so much so
that even in the case of God it is not
possible for ason to be born to HiImM
unless He takes someone for His
mate. According tothe Qur’ an, there-
fore, theimmutable law is: No birth
without a pair.

Thelaw knowsno relaxation evenin
the hypothetical case of God. Even,
supposing for the sake of argument,
if He were to have a child born to
Him, He must haveawife. A Divine
pair must betherebeforeaDivineson
can make his appearance. Jesus must
be subject to that law too. He was a
man and no man can be born except
through a pair - mother and father.

Much stressislaid in thisconnection
on the creation of Adam. It is con-
tended that Adam was born without
a father and a mother. Why cannot
Jesus, in whose case only one factor
Ismissing, take birth? Butitisagan
amereclaimto assert that Adam was
born without a father and a mother
and athing that lacks substantiation
itself cannot be advanced as an argu-
ment to support another. To say that
the Qur’ an speaks of him as having
been created out of clay isto betray
lack of due scrutiny of the Qur’anic



verses. It isno doubt mentioned that
Adamwascreated of turab (dust), but
elsewhere the same has been said of
all mankind: \erily, We have created
you out of dust (12: 5).

Surely the statement cannot be taken
inthe sensein whichitiscommonly
taken, that is, that out of clay astatue
was made and then life was infused
into that statue, thus bringing Adam
to human form. The Qur’ an saysthat
all men are created out of dust and
yet we know that they are born of
maleand female parents. Theexpres-
sion therefore only refersto the ori-
gin of man which, obviously, is no
other than dust. It is out of dust that
wederivethefood onwhichwelive.
This food, when subjected to the
chemical process in man’s internal
machinery, is converted into blood
and then into serum which, when
transmitted into another appropriate
apparatus, brings man into being. In
thelast analysis, thus, thelord of cre-
ation owes hisoriginto dust. Thisis
what creation out of dust implies, in
the case of Adam as much asin that
of any other man. This point is fur-
ther cleared up intheverses: Andthe
creation of man began with wet dust,
then his species was made out of an
extract of contemptible water (23: 7,
8).

Unless dust is mixed up with water,
it cannot produce vegetabl eswithout
which there can be no animal and
humanlife. Inthissense, sciencebears
out the Qur’ anic statement that man
was created out of dust. Takeninthis
sense, which is the only true sense,
the fact remains that without male
seed there can be no humanlife. The
referencetoitisin noway inconsis-
tent with the law that manis created
out of the genital seed. Thislatter is

only ahighly devel oped stage of the
evolutionary process beginning with
dust. The argument, therefore, that
because Adam was created without
both parents, Jesus could have been
created without afather, fallsto the
ground.

How was the first pair of man and
woman created is a question yet en-
veloped in mystery. No satisfactory
solution has so far been forthcoming.
Thetheory goesthat in the beginning
there was a species of creation mid-
way between man and monkey. When
it took a step onward on the ladder
of evolution it assumed the form of
man. When it degenerated, it was
transformed into the ape. Maybe, the
reference in the Qur’ anic verse, Be
converted into base apes, isto some
such stage of the evolution of animal
life. However that may be, the fact
remains that even the first pair was
the product of the intermingling of
the genital seeds of amale and afe-
male The Qur’anic law that man is
born of apair of maleand femalestill
holds good. Jesus could be no excep-
tion to thislaw. He must have had a
human father.

CHAPTERII

Jesus' BIRTH COMPARED TO
ADAM’S

The common conception, however,
identifiesAdamwiththefirst manand
the story goes that God first made a
human statue of clay and then infused
life into it. Thus was the first man
created. Like acommon potter, God
first prepared proper clay and then
fashioned out of it the form of man.

Thisis said to be the allusion in the
words, He created him out of clay,
whereas the following words And
then He bade him, Be! and he be-
came are taken to imply the breath-
ing of life or soul into that clay-work.
Such a construction, however, is not
warranted by the words in question.
The word khalagahu (He created
him) clearly completesthewhole pro-
cess of creation of Adam, body and
soul. Whenitissaid, Hecreated him,
obviously there should be no more
guestion of Adam’screation. It would
therefore be redundant on the part of
the Qur’ anto say that thereafter God
breathed lifeinto him. Khalagahu has
already brought him into full exist-
ence, and there he is in flesh and
blood. Lifehasalready been breathed
into him. It isthusincorrect to inter-
pret the words Be and he became as
referring to the process of
soul-breathing. The soul had already
been breathed into Adam; otherwise
theword khalagahu could not be used
of him.

Why then, it may be asked, has the
case of Jesus been compared to that
of Adam?If uncommon birth was not
the point of similarity between the
two, in what other respect is Jesus
likened to Adam? A little pondering
over the wording of this very verse
should enable usto get over this ap-
parent difficulty. The verse likens
Jesus to Adam in two respects.
Firstly, each was born out of clay.
Secondly, each becomes something
after birth under the Divine order Be!
(kun) The word thumma clearly im-
pliestheorder in which thetwo things
happened. First came the creation of
each. Subsequently, after that came
about the other thing in which Jesus,
too, was quite like Adam. The first
point of similarity is not difficult to



understand. Theorigin of al mankind,
accordingtotheQur’an, isclay. Thus
Jesus and Adam both were alike in
thisrespect, both having sprung from
dust, like all other people. This is
quite clear. But what was the other
thing in respect of which also Jesus
islikened to Adam?To each, saysthe
verse, God said, Bel and each became
something. What wasthissomething?
Tofind thisout, we have only to take
into consideration another verse of
the Qur’an where the purpose of
Adam’s creation is given, that is: |
want to make a vicegerent on earth
(2: 30).

Thusthe Divine purposewith regard
to Adam was that he must become
His caliph or vicegerent on earth.
Andwhen God willsathing, what is
the way it is done? He simply says,
Be! and the thing is done. So, says
the Qur’an: Whenever God wills a
thing, He simply says, Be! And it is
done (36: 82).

In the versein question, which com-
pares Jesus to Adam, this very ex-
pression is used. God had a definite
purpose, both in the case of Adam
and Jesus. To each He said, Be! and
each became, that is, fulfilled that
purpose. We know in the case of
Adam what that purposewas. Hewas
to become, and so he became, the
vicegerent of God. And so, too, did
Jesus becomethe vicegerent of God.
Thisisthe second point of similarity
between Adam and Jesus.

Now comesthe question, What isthe
idea underlying this comparison be-
tween Jesusand Adam, and withwhat
purpose has the comparison been
made? As the context will show, the
ideaisto refutethe Christian doctrine
of Jesus divinity. To establish that

divinity, the Church holdsthat Jesus
was born in a supernatural manner,
that is, of the Holy Ghost. Not so,
says the Qur’an. He was born, just
as Adam was born, out of dust, the
common origin of mankind. How
could he be Divine? The Qur’an has
to refer to his birth, because it was
on the theory of his that the Chris-
tiansbasehisdivinity. They say it was
supernatural and hence Jesus was
Divine. The Qur’an meets them on
their own ground and deniesthevery
supernaturalness of hisbirth. Hewas
born in the common way, it argues,
as any other man is, that is, out of
dust. Thus the main prop of Jesus
divinity falsto the ground. He was
not God or the son of God, says the
Qur’ an; he was only the vicegerent
or prophet of God, just asAdamwas.
The verse thus sums up two things.
It refutes the Christian doctrine of
Jesus' divinity. It also givesthe true
position of Jesus, that he was a hu-
man being and aprophet of God. This
isexactly theposition ascribed tohim
by the advanced wing of the Church
known as the Modernist Movement:
“Jesus was human in every sense of
theword, physicdly, intellectualy and
spiritually. He was the son of God
only in the sense in which any man
may become the son of God, that is,
inamoral and spiritual sense.” What
aliteral corroboration of the Qur’ anic
verse: Indeed, the case of Jesusisthe
samewith God asthat of Adam. That
is, he was human in every sense of
the word as put by the Modernists -
“He bade him, Be! and he became.”
In other words, he was only the
vicegerent of God, or, to put itinthe
words of the Modernists, the son of
God inamoral and spiritual sense.

To interpret the verse as referring to
any uncommon birth of Jesus, asis
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done by some Muslims, isto endorse
the very argument of the Church
which the verse undertakesto demol-
ish. If Jesuswasreally bornin some
superhuman way, he must have been
superhuman in naturetoo. Thewhole
point of the Qur’ anic argument isthat
Jesuswasbornin quite ahuman way
and hence he could not but be hu-
man. The no-father theory takes the
whole bottom out of the argument
and istherefore anti-Qur’ anic.

Even granting, for the sake of argu-
ment, the common mullah concep-
tion that the first man was made lit-
erally out of clay in the form of a
statue into which life was breathed,
it lends no support whatsoever to the
no-father theory of Jesus. The
self-same verse upon which the
mullah bases his statue-theory laysit
down in so many wordsthat whereas
the origin of man is clay, all subse-
guent procreation takes place in the
common course, that is, out of hu-
man seed. And Jesuscomesunder this
latter category. Says the verse: The
creation of man originated in wet
dust, then He made his progeny out
of an extract of dirty water (32:7,
8).

Whatever, therefore, the various con-
jectures asto the creation of thefirst
man, the universal law of procreation
mentioned in the second part of the
verse admitsof no exceptioninfavour
of Jesus. Onefailsto understand how
in the face of this categorical Divine
law, it is alleged that Jesus was not
born out of human seed. Arethelaws
of God susceptible of any change?
Decidedly not. Thou shalt find no
change in the law of God, says the
Qur’an. Thelaw has been stated and
it must have its course, irrespective
of persons. It isimmutable and must



affect Jesus as anybody el se.

Law of Origination and L aw of Pro-
creation

Asamatter of fact, every species of
creation is governed by two laws -
the law of origination and the law of
procreation. Take the case of acom-
mon wheat plant. It grows out of a
wheat grain. Thisisthe prevalent law.
But what about the first plant, when
there was no grain? How did that
grow? Obviously in some other way
which the limited mind of man has
not yet been able to comprehend.
Likewise, theorigin of every form of
creation is wrapped in mystery. But
once a particular thing has been
started, no matter how, there is no
more mystery as regards its
multiplication. It followsafixed im-
mutable course - wheat plant out of
awheat grain, barley plant out of a
barley grain. It is to these two laws
that the Qur’an refers in the words
God originates and He repeats (85:
13). The science of botany does not
know of a single instance of sus-
pension or violation of this law of
procreation which is all-pervading.
Man, bird and beast - it encompasses
any and every form of creation. The
origin of things must have been in
some uncommon way.

But that is no argument to uphold an
uncommon birth for an individual
thing inthe chain of procreation. The
first man may have been born with-
out the human seed, but that privi-
lege ends with the first man. When
the law of origination has done its
work, the law of procreation comes
into play and in the case of man, that
law, inthewords of the Holy Qur’ an,
is: Then He made his progeny out of
anextract of dirty water (32: 8). Jesus

was man. How could he flout this
explicit will of the Lord? He must
have been born of an extract of dirty
water too.

Furthermore, these are the only two
laws of creation - the law of origina
tion and thelaw of procreation. There
isnothirdlaw, sofar asthe Qur’ anic
light guides us. Jesus must have been
subject to either of thesetwo. If, pre-
suming the impossible, he was cre-
ated in accordance with the law of
origination, he should have been born
without afather and amother, for that
is how the first man was born. But
we know he had amother. So hewas
not created according to that law.
Thereisleft only the other law, that
of procreation, which is that man is
created out of a male and a female.
He must have been subject to thislaw
and therefore must have had both a
father and a mother.

Speaking of Mary, the mother of
Jesus, the Qur’ an says: Then she con-
ceived him (Jesus). Now, let us see
how in the light of the Qur’an, con-
ception takes place. Says the Book:
God it is Who created you of the
same species and of the same spe-
cies He created his mate so that he
may feel inclined towards her. Then
when he covers her, she conceives
a light conception and she goes
about with it. Then when it becomes
heavy, they call to God, their Lord:
If Thou givest us a child whole and
healthy, we shall be grateful (7: 189).
The words in bold make it perfectly
clear how conception takes place.
Male agency must comein. If, asthe
Qur’an says, Mary did conceive, she
could not have done so except in ac-
cordance with this universal law of
conception, that is, through the in-
strumentality of a man. Here is an
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authentic saying of the Holy Prophet
which throwsaflood of light onthis
point. When discussing Jesus’

so-called divinity with the Christian
priestsfrom Najran, he advanced the
conclusive argument: “Don’'t you
know that Jesus was conceived by a
woman just asany woman conceives
achild?

Mark the words “just as any woman
conceivesachild’. Everybody knows
that no woman can conceive without
amaeagency. Andevenif thesaint-
liest woman on earth today were to
come forward with a similar claim
made on behalf of Mary, that is, that
she has conceived without a male
agency, and instead through some
supernatura process, her claimwould
be summarily dismissed in any court
of justice. Conception without amate
is unthinkable in any woman and
Jesus, according to the hadith, was
conceived by a woman just as any
woman conceives. Is it not absurd,
intheface of such clear testimony, to
allege that Mary conceived without
a husband and Jesus was born with-
out afather? (To be continued.)

And Allah created you from dust,
then from the life-germ, then He
made you pairs. And no female
bears, nor brings forth, except
with His knowledge. And no one
living long is granted a long life,
nor is aught diminished of one’s
life, but it is all in a book. Surely
thisis easy to Allah. (H.Q. 35:11)
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HazraT AMEER DR. ABDUL KARIM SAEED PAsHA

In the name of Allah, the
Beneficent, the Merciful. By
the time! Surely man is in
loss, except those who be-
lieve and do good, and ex-
hort one another to Truth,
and exhort one another to
patience (103:1-3).

My dear respected elders, brothers
and sisters,

Assalamu ‘ alaikumwa Rahmatullah
wa Barakatuh

| dedicate this address to our re-
spected elder, Mr. Malik Saeed
Ahmad, and to young Nurullah
Mohsin Sagib as well. Mr. Malik
Saeed Ahmad is the person who,
based on his visions, had been ask-
ing me continuously through corre-
spondenceto taketheresponsibility
of leading the Jama‘at, but | had
been reluctant to do so. The young
Nurullah is the grandson of our es-
teemed uncle, Mr. Abdul Ghafur
Sagib. The reason | am addressing
him is that | envisage a day when
this child will grow up and see the
AhmadiyyaMovement freefromthe
fettersof current legal and constitu-
tiond restrictions. Andit will bethen
that Nurullah and other childrenlike
himwill beabletogrow upinafree
environment. | am also addressing
the girls and ladies of the Jama'at
who are bringing up our Ahmadiyya
treasure. They should educate them
properly and look after them with
full care and attention. They should
present the Ahmadiyya Movement

totheir offspring with conviction and
with asense of pride.

| have recited Surah al-* Asr to you.
All of you know its trandlation and
commentary very well. Theword *asr
has several meaningswhichinclude:
age, time, day and night, thetimefor
‘Asr prayer and any moment intime.
Recently, while studying Hazrat
Allama Hakim Maulana Nur-ud-
Din's commentary of the Qur’an, |
found out that ‘Asr also means es-
sence. Allah solemnly put forward
Idamasan essenceof al thereligions
and also aludes to the phenomenon
of thefleetingtime. * Asr caninclude
any span of time, ranging from cen-
turies to the smallest fraction of a
moment.

Allah aways provides man with an
opportunity to make a decision, and
if man makes awrong decision at a
particular moment, hesuffersgravely.
| was also going to make a wrong
decision and | am still wondering
whether the decision | have madeis
a correct one. But it gives me great
satisfaction when | seethat thisdeci-
sion was not mine but that of the
Genera Council which has the trust
and confidence of thewhole Jama' at.
If asingle hand out of the fifty mem-
bershad been raised against me, then
I might have had an excusethat there
are more able persons than | who
should be given the chance. But that
was the moment of ‘Asr as al the
members present gave a unanimous
decisionin my favour and there was
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no hesitation at all in anyone’smind.

| thought that, maybe, | would be
rejected or would escape from assum-
ing this responsibility if the request
of relieving mewasturned down my
the employing authorities. But noth-
ing happened. The officers concerned
said that they would not like to be-
come a hindrance. If Allah has de-
cidedit for you, thenwearewithyou,
they said. Before attending the Gen-
eral Council meeting, | had decided
that if the members of the Council
selected me, | would certainly leave
my job even if | don’'t get a single
penny as pension or any other ben-
efits and that would not be alossfor
mein any sense.

| did not take this decision for any
monetary benefits. This deal is be-
tween Allah and myself. Hazrat
AllamaMaulanaHakim Nur-ud-Din
had made the same deal and was not
ruined by Allah. The same was the
case with Hazrat Maulana
Muhammad Ali, Hazrat Maulana
Sadr-ud-Din, Hazrat Dr. Saeed
Ahmad Khan, and Hazrat Dr. Asghar
Hameed. That iswhy | have complete
trust in Allah that He will never de-
stroy me. | need your co-operation
and support. You are my strength. A
single person can never do wonders
all by himsdlf.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, may
peace and the blessings of Allah be
upon him, was the last prophet and
the most perfect model for mankind.



We firmly believe in the finality of
prophethood and that no prophet,
either new or old, will comeafter him.
Thismessage should be conveyed to
everyone, that the Lahore Jama'at
considers the Holy Prophet
Muhammad as the last prophet. The
chain of Mujaddids (ordained Re-
formers) will continue. The elders of
the Jama’at carried on the work of
defending and propagating |slam en-
trusted to them by Hazrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad, Mujaddid of the 14"
century and Founder of the
AhmadiyyaMovementinldam. They
fulfilled their responsibility with con-
viction, sincerity, wisdom and zeal.
They are respected and remembered
by us in the choicest words. These
honourabl e personalities had not re-
ceived religious education at any rec-
ognised theological institution. In-
stead, they had obtained their knowl-
edge and deep understanding of Is-
lam through the grace of Allah and
love for the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (sas). They had an open
mind and abroad vision. Their hearts
had been imbued with spiritua insight
vouchsafed by Allah. | also pray to
Allah to provide me with the essen-
tial knowledge so that | may be able
to guideyou to the best of my ability.

There are numerous varieties of
plantsin this world. Our Jama‘at is
one such blessed plant which had
been planted by our Imamin accord-
ance with the will of Allah. It will
continue to grow whether we do
something for it or not. In my view,
its growth resembles that of a Chi-
nese bamboo tree. It issaid that dur-
ing itsfirst year, the stem and roots
of this tree grow at the same rate.
During the second, third and fourth
years, the roots go on growing deeper
and deeper, but the stem remains at

thesame height. Then, inthe 5" year,
the stem suddenly attains an aston-
ishing height of 80 feet. | hope this
plant of the Ahmadiyya Movement,
which apparently looks small now
due to adverse circumstances, will
grow like the Chinese bamboo tree
in the not too distant future. What is
required isyour full co-operation and
devotion. To expressto you my feel-
ings of responsibility regarding the
leadership that you have bestowed
upon me, and my state of seeking help
from Allah, | would like to quote
someversesof poetry from the Prom-
ised Messiah:

O Allah! Help me now with
Your blessings,

So that the ship of Islam may
survivethisviolent storm.
Overlook my weaknessesand
short-comings,

So that the enemy who is ac-
cursed may not be happy over
this state.

O Allah! Shower Your bless-
ingson Islam and cometoits
rescue Yourself,

Hear the supplications of
servantson thiswrecked ship.
ItisYou Alone, my Beloved,
Who can do something about
it,,

Otherwise the tribulation is
increasing day by day.

This cool breeze has started
blowing now after alongtime
Who knows when this will
blow again and spring come.
Weak arewe, O Allah, lift us
up with Your hands,

Feeble are we, so remove all
the burden from us.

(Foreword in Urdu to the Arabic
book, I‘jazal-Masih, 20" Feb. 1901.)
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Allah hasHimself [aid down thefoun-
dation of this Movement. Communi-
tiesareready tojoinitsranks. These
people will be with you soon. The
good news may come from the
U.SA., from Egypt, the Middle East
and from other parts of the world.
You will seethat peoplein great num-
bersareready tojoinusasit hasbeen
destined by Allah. Nothing isimpos-
siblefor Him.

Listen to how the Promised Messiah
fervently prayed for the devoted
members of thisJama' at:

“May Allah be with every
devotee who bears hardship
for undertaking ajourney to
jointhisannual spiritual gath-
ering. May Allah bless him
with great rewardsand bless-
ings, and have mercy on him.
May the Beneficent Allah
solve his problems and re-
move his difficulties. May
Allah guard him from sor-
rows and cure his illnesses
and fulfil his noble wishes.
Such aperson on the Day of
Judgement will be among
persons who shall be blessed
and rewarded. O Merciful
and Gracious Allah, accept
our submissionsand grant us
resounding dominance over
the opponents with clear
signsasitisYou AloneWho
has the authority to bestow
every honour and ability.”

Asfar asmy personal backgroundis
concerned, | am not astudent of reli-
gion. | am a doctor by profession.
When | applied for admission, only
holders of at least second division
could apply. I had hardly managed to
secure thisminimum required stand-



ard as| had spent most of my timein
activitieslike body-building, drama,
college elections etc. Therefore, the
outcome was not against expecta-
tions. | could have missed my admis-
sion in case | had secured even one
number short of second division; or,
if I had not been the son of a doctor,
as | got my admission on seats re-
served for doctors’ children.

| started off my medical studiesinthis
manner. However, at that moment, |
did make afirm commitment to my-
self towork hard. And by dint of this
commitment, | graduated from medi-
cal college, became a professor, was
made head of my department, and
obtained a degree of higher studies
of MRCPfrom the United Kingdom,
and was aso conferred honorary fel-
lowship of College of Physicians,
London, and College of Physicians
and Surgeons, Pakistan. | also be-
came Examiner of post-graduate ex-
aminationsin Pakistan and abroad. |
was also selected as Principal of my
college but could not continue the
post because of my affiliation to the
Lahore AhmadiyyaMovement.

You can see how Allah hasbeen kind
to mein various ways and bestowed
upon me His mercies and blessings.
Though | had to face hardshipsasan
Ahmadi, yet Allah specially blessed
me with patience and firmness. | can
compare my present appointment
with my admission to the medical
college and hope to shoulder the
heavy responsibility put upon me by
the General Council. | promisethat |
will try to succeed in obtaining ‘fel-
lowship’ for the Jama’ at aswell with
the same commitment and hard work
which | had made at the start of my
medical career. Your prayersand ac-
tive co-operation will surely helpme

in discharging my responsibilitiesto
the best of my ability.

Many people had asked me to be-
come Amir of the Jama’at but | re-
fused as | loved my profession, and
worldly allurementsand prospects of
promotions in this profession and a
bright future ahead beckoned. | had
my professorship, chances of obtain-
ing ahigh post ininternational organi-
sations such asthe World Health Or-
ganisation, and also chances of ob-
taining high grades and various other
lucrative distinctionsand privileges.
Thesewerethe hurdlesin theway of
my decision. But when | prayed to
Allah for guidance and steadfastness
during the blessed nights of the month
of Ramadhan, | had adream inwhich
| saw myself sitting on a huge rock
which was rocking violently and it
was becoming difficult for meto keep
myself steady onit. Inthe meantime,
a person approached me from adis-
tance. | thought that he would also
request me to become Amir. He
asked me angrily why | wanted oth-
ersto take the responsibility and not
assumeit myself. Some other persons
followed him and kept on getting on
to therock and suddenly the shaking
rock became steady. Then (during the
same dream) | related to the people
accompanying me a childhood story
of a shepherd who took wise and
correct decisions while sitting on a
specific rock but the moment he
stepped down from it hebecamelike
an ordinary shepherd. Then | recited
the opening words of verse 26 of
chapter 3 — O Allah, Owner of the
Kingdom, Thou givest the kingdom
towhom Thou pleasest. At thispoint,
| started weeping profusely. Beforel
could complete the recitation of the
verse, | woke up and completed the
remaining part of the verse.
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When | consulted persons having
knowledge about dreams and their
interpretation, it was revealed that a
rock symbolises a nation or amove-
ment, and sitting onit signifieshold-
ing an important post. The person
narrating a story to others indicates
that he is likely to get some sort of
leadership. The one who recitesthis
particular verse in a dream, will be
rewarded with the blessings promised
init. So, inaway, it wasadirective
given to me that | should accept the
responsibility and, consequently, the
state of weakness in my mind went
away and | was provided courageto
accept the challenge. Next morning
when | woke up, | changed my ear-
lier decision of not accepting the re-
sponsibility and here | am standing
beforeyou just because of that heav-
enly guidance given to me through
that dream. | request all of you to
remember mein your daily prayers,
and to havefaith that the above prayer
really refers to the entire Jama' at. |
asked a pious lady who observed
I‘tikaaf during the last ten days of
Ramadan for whom she prayed most
during those blessed days. Shereplied
that she prayed most for me as | had
become the Amir of the Jama’at. |
hope and am confident that all of you
will pray for me as shedid.

Asateacher | know that first an ob-
jective is determined, then aplanis
prepared to achieve it and then ad-
equate resources and competent per-
sons to implement the plan are se-
lected. The objectives of our Move-
ment have already been outlined by
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the
Founder of the Ahmadiyya Move-
ment in Islam, in hisbooks, speeches
and exhortations, and he has im-
pressed upon his followers with full
conviction, strong arguments and



prophecies that the propagation and
preaching of trueldamisour first and
foremost objective. Another impor-
tant objectiveistoincul catedeep love
and devotion for Allah in our daily
prayersandtolivealifein complete
accord with the Sunnah of the Holy
Prophet. We should set a noble ex-
ample for others. Every individua
and each Jama’ at should be asource
of inspiration for othersin conveying
themessage of the AhmadiyyaMove-
ment. Therefore, thereisagreat need
that we should pay special attention
towards reforming our own selves
and consolidating the Jama‘at and
putting into action plans for its wel-
fare.

Once we have determined our objec-
tives, the next step isto prepare avi-
able strategy. In educational lan-
guage, it is known as Instructural
Strategy. All the Jama' ats, both in-
side and outside of Pakistan, will be
part of this strategy. We will assess
their needs and problemsand will try
to plan according to the means avail-
able. We should consider the Central
Anjuman as the master gland which
provides nourishment and strength to
smaller glandsinthe body to keep the
body working and in a healthy con-
dition to undertake and accomplish
future plansinlife. The current situ-
ation must be eval uated afresh so that
deficienciesin attaining our objectives
may betaken note of and stepstaken
to remove them.

The task of planning and gathering
information has become easier these
days through computers and the
Internet. During the last one month,
| have received numerous e-mails
from various Jama’ atsand individu-
as from all over the world. | could
not manageto attend tothemall. My

youngest son helped me by reading
them out to me every morning and
replied to them according to my in-
structions, for which | am thankful
to him. In this way, my contact has
been established with Jama‘ats in
South Africa, Fiji, Indonesia, New
Zedland, U.S.A., Canada, U.K., Aus-
tralia, Holland, Trinidad, Guyana,
Suriname etc.

Ontheeveof Eid al-Fitr, | dispatched
greetingsto all the Jama' atsthrough
the Internet. A number of people
replied to my greetings and some
even sent their suggestions and also
asked for help. For instance, the
Auckland Jama’at in New Zealand
requested help to make arrangements
for Dars-1 Qur’an and that they are
waiting for Bro. Shaukat Ali of Bang-
kok to come and do something about
it. | suggested to them that instead of
waiting for Bro. Shaukat Ali, some
people should volunteer to do it
themselves. They should study the
English translation of the Holy
Qur’ an by MaulanaMuhammad Ali,
commentary of part 30 of the Qur’an
by Dr. Basharat Ahmad, and Dars-i
Quran by Mr. Naseer Ahmad
Faruqui, which have now been trans-
lated into English, and give Dars
based on these sources. Wewill help
inthisconnection aswell.

These days, knowledge and informa-
tion on different subjects are avail-
able on the Internet. All our impor-
tant books, bookletsand articles, both
in Englishand Urdu, areavailableon
our two websites run by the
A.A.lLIL. of U.S.A.
(www.Muslim.org), and the Holland
Jama’ at (www.aaiil.org). They keep
on adding material and information
regularly. These sources should be
made use of. Computers are now
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available in most of our homes. So |
will request parentsto spend at |east
15 to 20 minutes of their time every
day at the computer with their chil-
dren and take advantage of the on-
going material available on these
webgites. Inthisway, they will beable
to keep themselvesand their children
abreast of matters relating to Islam
and the Ahmadiyya M ovement.

More attention is also needed to-
wards imparting religious education
to our women and children and also
towards bringing closer ties between
membersof the Jama' at through mar-
riage and other social activities. The
initial work has been started in this
regard. A pro forma has been issued
which will collect thefollowing data
on every member of thefamily: name,
age, education, status of service and
other details. | request all of youwho
are present here to kindly complete
thisform and hand it over to the of-
fice. Similarly, all members living
throughout Pakistan should make it
apoint to completetheform and send
it to the Central officein Lahore. We
will try our best to tabulate al the
data thus collected and chalk out
plansaccordingly.

Another important task isto compu-
terise all the Arabic, Urdu and Eng-
lish books available in the Saliha
Zahur Ahmad Memorial Library of
the Central Anjuman in Darus Sa-
laam. The treasure of knowledgely-
ing inthislibrary can be made avail-
able not only to our members here
but also to those in other cities and
countries. The present librarian, our
worthy elder Qazi Abdul Ahad, hasa
computer-likebrain and heknowsall
the books and their details. He helps
people with his knowledge. All this
information needs to be put into the



computer so that whenever anyone
anywhereintheworld requiresaref-
erence we can supply it through the
Internet in avery short time. Though
most of our important publications
are already on the website, yet there
are still many books not scanned so
far and which we can supply to peo-
ple by photocopy.

| have deputed some young men to
prepare a list of frequently-asked
guestions and objections about the
AhmadiyyaMovement. Detailed an-
swers with references, when pre-
pared, will be made available on the
websiteaswell.

Similarly, thereisagreat need to de-
velop close contact and frequent
communication with membersof the
Jama’ at within Pakistan and abroad.
This year, two of my sonsarein the
U.K. for higher studies. We remem-
ber them every day and wish to con-
tact them by phone or the Internet or
to know about their welfare through
letters or otherwise. Why don’'t we
have similar concern and anxiety for
our Ahmadi brothersand sisters scat-
tered throughout the world, that we
should beintouch with them, and be
thinking about how we can help
them? Similarly, they should also be
anxious to keep in touch with us, to
know of our plans and to help usin
them. We should seriously think
about this and take immediate steps
to devel op close contact through fre-
guent communication.

We should establish our identity as
Ahmadis and should feel proud that
we have recognised the Imam of the
age who had been prophesied by the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, may peace
and the blessings of Allah be upon
him. It gave me great satisfaction

when | saw our youth taking active
part inthe Annual Prayer Congrega-
tion. We should fully utilisetheir ca-
pabilitiesand zea for the M ovement.

We should make specia efforts for
organising Dars-i Quran, the five
daily prayersand religiousinstruction
and educationin all Jama’ ats. Today
themosguewasfull at the Fajr prayer,
whichisacommendablething. Infu-
ture, if we seero.wseven outsidethe
main hall, then that would be asign
of progress. Similar progress should
bevisiblein all aspects of the activi-
tiesof the Jama’ at. Meretalk or writ-
ten reports are not enough; some
concrete results must be visible. We
must see progresswith our own eyes.
Thiswill give encouragement to the
members and workersof the Jama' at
to go forward even further.

At thestart of my speech | mentioned
Malik Saeed Ahmad sahib by name.
We should pay due respect to such
pious personalitieswho, through de-
votion and sincere prayers, have at-
tained a close relationship with Al-
lah. I met him last year and he told
me to stick to Tahajjud prayers and
repeat the Darud Sharif in them. |
followed hisadvice all year and saw
theresultsinmy life. Hisadvice ben-
efited me very greatly and | hope |
will find its blessingsin the next life
aswell.

Now | am going to relate another
dream of mine, although | do not like
relating my dreams to others. How-
ever, sometimes it is useful to do so
whenit concernsothers. Inmy dream
| saw that | wassitting in abeautiful,
bright, well-decorated officein Darus
Salaam Colony. All around it were
placed a number of beautiful ever-
green plants which were of different
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sizes. Somewerebig, some average-
Sized and somewerevery small. | was
watering these plants with a big pot
and saying to myself: How cruel are
people who do not fear Allah and
want to see these plants, which were
planted by the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, may peace and thebless-
ings of Allah be upon him, die.
Among the plants, | saw some very
tiny plants and | was afraid even to
sprinkle water over them lest | dam-
age them. Then, during my dream, |
thought that | should consult my wife,
who isfond of plantsand has experi-
ence of looking after them, on how
to take care of these small plants so
as not to damage them. This means
thereisneed to nurturethe young and
we need thewholefamily, especially
women, to make an effort to save
these small saplings from withering

away.

The point is that among the follow-
ersof theHoly Prophet Muhammad,
may peace and the blessingsof Allah
be upon him, there are some people
of strong faith, some have average
faith, while the remaining are weak.
Among them also areyouthsand chil-
drenwho will grow intheir faith and
will in future serve the cause of Is-
lam with greater zeal and devotion.
We should plan for their spiritual
training. We should also spend all our
resourceson their proper upbringing
inevery respect. Wewill haveto save
these plants of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad from the unrighteous,
anti-faith powers that want these
plants to wither.

[Note: Thisspeech was publishedin
Paigham SQulh, dated 1% — 15" Janu-
ary 2003. Translation from Urdu:
Athar Rasool, M.A (Journalism).]



INTHELIGHTOF THEHOLY QURAN

Seeking of Allah’s Help and Guidance Through Prayers

To Allah belongswhatever is
in the heavens and whatever
isin the earth. And whether
you manifest what isin your
mind or hide it, Allah will
call you to account accord-
ing to it. So He forgives
whom He pleases and chas-
tises whom He pleases. And
Allah is Possessor of power
over all things.

The Messenger believes in
what has been revealed to
him from his Lord, and (so
do) the believers. They all
believe in Allah and His an-
gels and His Books and His
messengers. We make no dif-
ference between any of His
messengers. And they say:
We hear and obey; our Lord,
Thy forgiveness (do we
crave), and to Thee is the
eventual course.

Allah imposes not on any
soul a duty beyond its scope.
For it is that which it earns
(of good) and against it that
which it works (of evil). Our
Lord, punish usnot if wefor-
get or make a mistake. Our
Lord, do not lay on us a bur-
den as Thou didst lay on
those before us. Our Lord,
impose not on us (afflictions)
which we have not the
strength to bear! Thou art our
Patron, so grant us victory
over the disbelieving people
(2:284-286).

by Dr. Muhammad Ahmad Hami

The topic for this afternoon is com-
prehensive and has three aspects to
it: itisbased on aportion of the Holy
Qur’an; what sort of inspiration it
providesfor usand how relevantitis
to the present century. It reminds me
of a short story. The story runs like
this. There was an old lady who had
no children. She was very poor and
shewasliving alife of extreme pov-
erty. She did not possess anything at
al. Besdesbeing poor, shewashlind.
But shewas an extremely pious|ady.
She was very regular in her prayers
to Almighty Allah. Oneday whileshe
was praying, an angel appeared to her
and said: “My dear lady, your Lord
has granted one of your prayerswith
a condition that you will make just
one submission. So you are free to
make just one wish.”

The poor lady begged: “O my Lord!
I will like to see with my eyes my
granddaughter drinking milk on the
second floor of amulti-storey build-

ing.”

That was the prayer she made. In
fact, she made four demands in one

prayer:

1. To have her blindness re-
moved

2. Tobear children

3. To seeher daughter-in-law’s
children

4. Toownamulti-storey build-

ing
Thismeant that shewould no longer
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be a blind and poor lady but would
be the owner of abig building with
all kindsof amenitiesof lifeinit. In
the same way today, | am required
to explain to you three aspects of the
topic in one attempt. My humble
experienceisthat whenever we study
any portion of the Holy Qur’an, it
offers guidance to us. It requires
concentration and complete faith in
Allah. Theguidance and inspiration
automatically cometous. Italsotells
us how to imbibe that guidance and
inspirationinour lives.

You havejust listened to the trans a-
tion of theverseswhich | will bedis-
cussing. | will be concentrating more
on the last portion of these verses. It
iIsavery comprehensive supplication.
Please bear in mind that whenever a
prayer is mentioned in the Holy
Qur’an, it always bears specia sig-
nificance. Obvioudy, it wasreveaed
by the Lord to the Holy Prophet
(peaceand blessings of Allah beupon
him), instructing himto seek Allah’s
favoursand blessingsin thesewords.
So, definitely there is some divine
wisdom in these reveal ed words and
it also contains instructions on how
to supplicate Almighty Allah and
what should be the wording.

As usuad, like al Qur’anic prayers,
the introductory part of this prayer
refersto some attributes of Almighty
Allah. Here, again, we start the
prayer extolling Allah by mentioning
Him as Our Lord and begging Him
not to burden us more than our ca



pacity. The law of accountability is
for everybody. Thereward for every
soul iswhat it earns either by doing
good deeds or by committing evil
deeds. That is inevitable. But Al-
mighty Allah, being All-powerful, can
alsoforgivein casewe commit an act
by mistake or doit inadvertently and
we can ask Hisforgiveness for such
acts. That is why this prayer starts
with thewords: Our Lord, punish us
not if we forget or make a mistake.
The submissionisthat we, ashuman
beings, are likely to make mistakes,
or are likely to forget, therefore, we
seek Hisforgiveness and mercy.

Bear in mind that the Arabic word
for human beings is insaan. Its root
IS nisyaan, which means forgetful-
ness. So insaan isthat being who is
likely to forget or islikely to ignore
things. While admitting our weak-
nesses, we request our Lord to for-
give usif we make amistake or for-
get to abide by His command.

Let us now find out when and under
what circumstancestheseverseswere
revealed because only then can we
understand the underlying signifi-
cance and true import of each word
of the prayer. The crux of the suppli-
cationis*Our Lord, grant usvictory
over thehost of disbelieving people’.
Obvioudly, this must be an occasion
when the Holy Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessingsof Allah beupon
him) and hiscompanionswerein con-
flict with their enemiesin abattleand
Almighty Allah reveaed thesewords
totheHoly Prophet (peace and bless-
ingsof Allah beupon him) to beg for
His help and support at that critical
juncture. Please remember that the
second chapter of the Holy Qur’an,
that is, Al-Bagarah (The Cow), was
revealed when the Holy Prophet

(peaceand blessings of Allah beupon
him) arrived at Madinah after migrat-
ing from Makkah. This chapter con-
tainsamajor portion of therulesand
regulationsregarding socia and reli-
giousingtitutionsinlslam. Italsore-
fers to certain important events re-
lating to the period when the Quraish
of Makkah wereextremedly frustrated
at the escape of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad and his companions to
Madinah wherethey wereenjoying a
comparatively peaceful life. Here,
peoplein great numbers started com-
ing into the fold of Islam and they
found a place to consolidate their
position. The Holy Prophet also en-
teredinto an agreement with the Jews
of Madinah and other tribes living
around it. The covenant of Madinah
with the Jews and other tribesliving
in Madinah can be classed ashistoric
as it contained at that time guaran-
tees for the sanctity of freedom of
religious practicesand human rights
for each party. After the migration
of Muslims from Makkah to
Madinah, the Quraish of Makkah re-
alised that the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) and his compan-
ionsin the daysto come would pose
athreat and would be able to gather
enough power and strength to attack
and destroy them if they so desired.
So the chiefs of the Quraish and their
allies gathered in the great Council
Hall, called Dar al-Nadwa, where
major decisions were taken. They
decided unanimoudly that they should
undertake preparations to make a
massive attack on the Muslims and
finish them once and for all. But for
such agrand attack they needed avast
quantity of weapons and supplies
which involved ahuge amount of re-
sources. They then decided that every
household of Makkah should contrib-
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ute towards the expenses of this
grand campaign. By saying every
household, I mean all the sub-tribes,
clans and families. To raise such a
huge sum of money, they decided to
send atrade caravan to Syriaand to
utilise its profit for the expenses of
the attack. Every household contrib-
uted whatever it could inthe form of
money, goods and services. Itisre-
corded that these contributions came
to something like two hundred and
fifty thousand pieces of gold.

The situation was that the Quraish
had aready started to make ambushes
on the outskirts of Madinah. For in-
stance, inaseriousincident, Kerzibn
Jabir al-Ferri of Makkah attacked a
Muslim pastureland on the outskirts
of Madinah, killed some of the cattle
and escaped. When the Holy Prophet
(peaceand blessingsof Allah beupon
him) came to know about this ex-
tremely dangerous resolution of the
Quraish of Makkah to launch amas-
sive attack, he took serious it seri-
oudly. It was decided to keep strict
watch onthe activities of the Quraish.
For this purpose, the Holy Prophet
dispatched a contingent of twelve
persons, led by Abdullah ibn Jahsh,
to Nakhlah with a letter instructing
him to open it after two days. When
Abdullah opened the letter as in-
structed, he read that he should keep
watch on thetraderouteto Syriaand
keep the Holy Prophet informed
about the situation. Incidentally, a
trade caravan was passing along that
route. Abdullah attacked it and from
an arrow shot by Hazrat Wagid ibn
Abdullah Sahmi, Amr ibn Hadrami
was killed. Two disbelievers were
taken as prisoners and some booty
was captured. When the Holy
Prophet came to know about it, he
condemned it as it was against his



clear ingtructions. Thedishelieversof
Makkah were furious over the inci-
dent.

Asaready mentioned, abig caravan
went to Syriafor the purpose of earn-
ing money to meet the expenses of
the intended attack on Muslims in
Madinah. It was the time when that
caravan was expected to return. Asa
consequence of the recent mishap, a
rumour was spread that Muslims
wanted to waylay the trade caravan
also. The leader of the caravan, Abu
Sufyan, sent a quick message to
Makkah through hiscourier, Zamzam
Ghaffari, that immediate arrange-
ments should be made to guard the
caravan from being looted by the
Holy Prophet and his companions.
Abu Jahl was looking for an excuse
to attack Madinah, and the recent
mishap added fire to his anger for
revenge and persecution of Muslims.
So awell-organised army consisting
of one thousand infantry men and a
cavalry of two hundred horsesled by
Utbah ibn Rabia’ set out towards
Madinah.

When the newsreached Madinah, the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) called an emer-
gency meeting of al hiscompanions
and ansars (helpersof Madiahn). He
repeatedly asked them to advise him
as to how to meet the situation -
whether they should go out or remain
insgdethecity andfight. Finally, it was
decided that they should go out and
meet the Makkan army before it
reached Madinah. We should bear in
mind that the Madinites had made a
covenant with the Holy Prophet that
they would defend him and other
Muslims from Makkah if any attack
were launched against them. But in
this case, they were going out of the

city to meet the enemy. Hazrat Abu
Bakr stood up and said: “My master,
we have full confidence in you and
what has been revealed to you by
Allah. Proceed. Wewill be with you
and will obey your command.”

Then Hazrat Umar stood up and of -
fered his unstinting support at that
critical juncture. Hesaid: “Weareas
good warriors as those who are go-
ing to attack us. If we are small in
number, do not worry at al. Allahis
with us. We are not going to with-
hold anything. We are going to sac-
rifice everything we havein the way
of Allah.”

TheHoly Prophet still said: “Giveme
more advice.”

At that point, another eminent
muhajir (refugee from Makkah to
Madinah) from Makkah, Migdad,
stood up and offered total support to
the Holy Prophet and strongly en-
dorsed what the previous two speak-
ers had said. But the Holy Prophet
continued asking for guidance and
advice. It seemed ashewere still not
satisfied and wanted both the
Muhajirs and the Ansars to openly
give their support to him. Then one
of the chiefs of the tribe of Kazrg
from Madinah, which constituted an
important section of the Ansars, who
are called “Helpers’ in Islamic his-
tory, whose name was Sa'd ibn
Mu’'az, got up and said: “You are
getting the advice and support you
are asking for, but still you are ask-
ing for more advice. Maybe you want
our open support and assurance. O
Messenger of Allah, when we made
the agreement with you at Madinah
a few years ago to defend you, we
werenot fully awareof your high stat-
ure and how Allah was supporting
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you. Now we have observed you
from close quarters - your honesty,
your truthful ness, your steadfastness,
your firmfaithin Allah and your deep
commitment to the noble cause en-
trusted to you by Allah - and we are
with you even more firmly than our
commitment to you in that agree-
ment. We are ready to sacrifice eve-
rything at your command. Our per-
formance at the battlefield will cool
your eyes.”

In other words, that meant that their
performance would please the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Al-
lah be upon him).

Thus, Muhajirsand Ansarsboth gave
their unreserved support to the Holy
Prophet and were ready to obey him
in the ordeal about which Allah had
informed him.

At the end of the day, the total Mus-
l[im army that the Holy Prophet could
gather consisted of three hundred and
thirteen peopleincluding the old and
children as young as thirteen to fif-
teen years and a couple of women.
The cavalry consisted of two horses
and seventy camels. This untrained
and ill-equipped army of three hun-
dred and thirteen was going to face
more than one thousand seasoned and
well-armed men with massive support
to keep the supply lineintact.

The key phrase of the Qur’ anic rev-
elation: Help us to overcome those
who disbelieve, is quite significant.
It was not like the followers of Mo-
ses, who, when the time to fight in
the way of Allah came, said: O Mo-
ses! We will never enter it so long
they areinit; go, therefore, thou and
thy Lord, and fight; surely here we
sit (5:24). Here, the companions of



theHoly Prophet arefilled withfaith
and a supreme sense of sacrifice.
They areready to do everything pos-
siblein their power. They are ready
to submit to the command of Allah.
They are only seeking Allah’s help
and support to fight for His cause.
Thepetitionisfor Allahto guidethem
in planning good strategy, to
strengthen their faith and to blesstheir
effortsand grant victory over thedis-
believing people who are out to de-
stroy the believers. So, inthisprayer,
the Muslims were commanded to
seek Divine help to overcome their
enemiesthrough thisprayer for ajust
cause against those who were far su-
perior in number, armament and re-
SOurces.

In these extremely precarious and
distressing conditions, Allah asksthe
Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and
his companions to beg Allah’s help
and support to overcome the enemy,
and the last words, Help us to over-
comethe disbelievers, inaway give
assurance that certainly Divine help
will cometo their rescue.

Before | continue with my explana-
tion of this important prayer, | will
liketo explain the significance of two
supplicationsmentioned init; oneis:
Our Lord, do not lay on usburden as
thou didst lay on those before us; and
the other: Do not impose on us af-
flictions which we do not have the
strength to bear.

Let me take the first one. It was a
necessary entreaty for the Holy
Prophet wasvery distressed when his
companions were being unbearably
tortured at the hands of the Makkan
disbelievers. Some of them went to
the Holy Prophet and asked him to

pray to Allah to destroy the disbe-
lievers but he did not like the sug-
gestion and said: “ Do you forget that
people before you bore more excru-
ciating torturesthan you? Their bod-
iesweretorninto piecesand theflesh
of their bodieswas dlashed from their
bones. Allah mentions the state of
their extremetortureandtrial inthese
words: Do you think that you will
enter the Garden, whilethere hasnot
yet befallen you the like of what be-
fell those who have passed away be-
fore you? Distress and affliction be-
fell them and they were shaken vio-
lently, so that the Messenger and
those who believed with him said:
When will the help of Allah come?
Now surely the help of Allahisnigh!
(2:214).”

Here, Allah wants the believers to
bear in mind the extent to which pre-
vious peoplesweretried with extreme
poverty, affliction and tribulations.
The petition which the Holy Prophet
and his companions have been asked
tomakeisthat they should not belaid
with the burden which was laid on
believersbeforethem. In other words,
they are advised to be patient and wait
for the help of Allahwhichissureto
come. The other request means that
Allah should give the believers
strength to bear afflictionsand trials
with utmost patience and steadfast-
ness because only then would thehelp
of Allah cometo make them victori-
ous over their opponents.

This was briefly the situation when
thisparticular prayer wasrevealed to
theHoly Prophet and it was, in away,
calculated to prepare them for the
difficult timewhich they weretoface
in the forthcoming battle.

Now, | come back to the story of the
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Battle of Badr. When the leader of
the trade caravan from Syria, Abu
Sufyan, who was a very shrewd and
intelligent person, became aware that
his caravan of one thousand camels
with valuable goodswaslikely to be
attacked, he changed his route. He
took an unknown path along the sea-
coast and, travelling quite adistance
towards the south, reached Makkah.
When he felt he was safe, he sent a
message to the Makkan people that
there was now no need of coming to
his rescue. He would be reaching
Makkah in a day or two. But the
Makkans had left for Madinah and
some of their chiefs, like Abu Jahl,
were very proud of their power and
might, and were adamant on dealing
a crushing blow to the Muslims and
did not pay any heed to Abu Sufyan’s
so they paid no heed to Abu Sufyan’s
message. In an earlier incident, one
of theMakkans, Abu Kazeer Mir, was
killed by the Mudlims. Abu Jahl went
to hisbrother and incited himtelling
him that the time had cometo avenge
the death of hisbrother and that they
should not abandon their planin spite
of the fact that the caravan had
reached Makkah safely. The memory
of thewailingand crying of AbuMir’s
brother aroused the people and they
decided to continue with their jour-
ney towards Madinah. When the
Makkan army reached Badr, where
some springsexisted, they found that
the Muslims had arrived earlier and
had occupied the place. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Al-
lah be upon him) selected asand-hill
near the springsand built ahut at the
top from where he could see hismen
and a so keegp an eye on the surround-
ing area. Therefore, hewasin an ad-
vantageous position as compared to
the Makkans who arrived late and
could not occupy this place.



TheMuslimsfilled their utensilsand
containers with water from the
springs at Badr for themselves and
their horses and camels. These
springsweretotally in the possession
of the Holy Prophet, but he allowed
the Makkansto use the water. It was
night-time and both armieswerewait-
ing for the morning. The Makkans
spent thewhole night in feast, enjoy-
ing deliciousfood, drink and dances
performed by dancing girls, and also
recitals made by poets. All thiswas
expressive of their pomp and show
and strength and boastfulness. Onthe
other hand, the Muslims said their
congregational prayers and took
complete rest. Meanwhile, the Holy
Prophet went to his hut along with
hiscompanion Hazrat Abu Bakr. The
Holy Prophet spent the whole night
praying and making tearful petitions
and supplicationsto Almighty Allah
to cometo the help of the handful of
Muslimswho were the target of per-
secution and annihilation only be-
cause they believed in one God and
stood against al kindsof inequalities
and evils. Hepassionately recited the
prayer, which | mentioned in the be-
ginning, and especially went on re-
peating its last line: O Allah, grant
help to us against the disbelievers.
His entreaties and submissions at
timeswere so emotional and passion-
ate that Hazrat Abu Bakr could
clearly hear his words and sobs. It
continued for the greater part of the
night and during hisprayers, eventhe
loose mantle over the shouldersof the
Holy Prophet fell several times and
Hazrat Abu Bakr had to put it back
each time. It was during these tense
moments that the Holy Prophet is
reported to have uttered in despera-
tionthewords: “O Allah, if thissmall
band of believersisdestroyed today,
then no one will beleft on this earth

to worship You.”

Hazrat Abu Bakr at this point re-
guested the Holy Prophet to stop
making further submissions and en-
treaties saying that Allah had prom-
ised to help them so they should have
completefaith in Him and Hisprom-
ise. TheHoly Prophet said: “| do not
doubt Allah’s assurance but | am
afraid that due to our own weak-
nessesmaybeAllahwill withdraw His
help. My prayersareto seek Allah’s
protection against such weaknesses
andinfirmities.”

Thus, he went on repeating the
prayer: Our Lord, punish us not if
we forget or make a mistake, and the
two later entreaties: Our Lord, do not
lay on usa burden as Thou didst lay
on those before us; and: Our Lord,
impose not on us afflictions which
we do not heave the strength to bear.

It was almost early dawn when the
Holy Prophet received assurance
from Allah and he immediately in-
formed Hazrat Abu Bakr and said:
“Be happy. | have received the rev-
elationthat Allah’shelpiscoming.”

At this point the Holy Prophet
stopped his prayers.

As| explained in the beginning, Al-
lah’shelp comes by means of natural
lawsand not by breaking them. Inthe
present situation, the Muslims had
occupied a place which was very
sandy so early in the morning heavy
showers came down and made the
ground on which they were solid and
compact. The rainwater flowed to-
wards the enemy position and made
it muddy and dlippery. Thus, nature
started helping the Muslims in re-
sponse to the prayers of the Holy
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Prophet. This was the strongest
weapon the Holy Prophet had. We
find in the Sunnah that at every step
of hislife—from rising in the morn-
ing till he went to sleep — he recited
prayers and extolled Allah, invoked
His glory and sought His protection
and mercy.

Thisis exactly what the Founder of
the Ahmadiyya Movement, Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, has strongly
exhorted hisfollowers. toawaysturn
to Allahfor help and mercy. Thishas
also been commanded to us in the
Opening Chapter of theHoly Qur’ an:
Thee do we serve and Thee alone do
we beseech for help.

Thelesson and theinspiration we get
from this prayer and the success the
Muslimsenjoyed at the Battle of Badr
are that we should put in al our ef-
forts and harness all the resources at
our disposal and also pray to Allah
for His guidance, support and bless-

ing.

Sometimes we talk about how mi-
raculous is the blessing of Allah to
human beings at thetime of difficulty
or in making their efforts successful.
It does not come about by any magic
wand. It works in the way natura
laws operatein theworld. When man
makesevery possible effort and asks
Allah’sblessingsto makeit success-
ful, then resources conducive to mak-
ing the efforts successful are so chan-
nelled by Allah at a particular point
of time that the efforts are crowned
with success. So success comes
through the working of laws of na-
ture, but at that particular point of
time of need it may seemthat it isnot
possible. It isprayer that attracts Al-
lah’s blessings which work in away
inwhich the human mind cannot con-



ceive. This was what happened at
the Battle of Badr. In spite of the en-
emy’ssuperiority innumbersand ar-
maments, nature started working
against them and all their planning,
instead of helping them, went against
them and routed them.

The Holy Imam of the Age, Hazrat
Mirza, while emphasising the pow-
erful influence of the prayer, said in
an Urdu coupl et:

Jo khaak men mi-lay usey
miltaa hai aash-naa

Ay aaz-maa-ney waa-ley ye
nus-khaa bhi aaz-maa

That is, if one who submits himself
to Allah in the manner that the dust
annihilates itself in the earth, then
Allah becomeshisfriend.

Oyouwhowishto seek Allah'sguid-
ance and blessing, try this prescrip-
tion.

Thus, this comprehensive prayer re-
vealed at the time of the Battle of
Badr containsextremely humble sup-
plications to Allah and gives us the
assurancethat prayers made with ut-
most sincerity and reliance are bound
toattract Allah’'smercy and blessings.

Successful indeed are the believ-
ers., Who are humble in their
prayers, And who shun what is
vain. And who act for the sake of
purity, And who restrain their
sexual passions — Except in the
presence of their mates or those
whom their right hands possess,
for such surely are not blameable,
But whoever seeks to go beyond
that, such are transgressors —And
those who are keepers of their
trusts and their covenant, And
those who keep a guard on their
prayers. (H.Q. 23:1-9).

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD (SAS) I

by Nerissa Al

Abdul Muttalib, chieftain of the
Quraysh, had ten sons who were all
worthy and outstanding, but Abdullah
was the noblest and most prominent
among them. Abdul Muttalib wedded
Abdullah to Amina. Amina was the
most excellent woman in birth and
stature among the Quraysh at that
time. Through this marriage,
Muhammad (sas) wasborn, after the
death of his father, on Monday the
12 of Rabi-ul-Awwal, theyear of the
Elephant, and certainly the most aus-
piciousday inthe history of mankind.

Since his early youth, the reserved
and unassuming young man was
known for his gentle disposition and
grave purity of lifeaswell asfor his
candidness, honesty, integrity, and his
stern sense of duty. His was the
straight and narrow path and none
couldfind thedightest fault with him.
The fair character and honourable
bearing won for him, in the pinnacle
of his youth, the title Al-Amin, The
Trustworthy.

At 25, the Prophet married Khadijah,
who was noble, intelligent, wealthy
and respected for the purity and in-
tegrity of her heart. Khadijah, a
widow at age forty, had ample expe-
rience of the Prophet’s truthfulness,
trustworthiness and honourabl e char-
acter. He emphasi sed the good treat-
ment of awifeto all of hisfollowers.
Infact, to hisfollowers, in hisaddress
at the Farewell Pilgrimage, he states,
“O my people! You have certain
rights over your wives, and so have
your wivesover you.... They arethe
trust of Allah in your hands, so you
must treat them with kindness.”
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One of Prophet Muhammad’'s most
important rolesinworld history isthe
recipient of the Holy Book, Al-
Qur’an. Chapter 47, verse 2 states:
And who believe in that which has
been revealed to Muhammad and it
is the truth from their Lord. The
Prophet first experienced the higher
revelation while he was alone in the
cave of Hira. Revelation came upon
him in two ways, both through the
angel, Gabridl. Firstly, intheform of
aquiet voice, as the angel appeared
inthe shape of ahuman being, andin
the other case, the words were ut-
tered like the ringing of a bell, in a
harsh tone, which made it a heavier
task for the Prophet to receiveit.

Apart from this, the second and un-
doubtedly secondary source from
which the teachings of Islam are
drawn isthe Sunnah and the Hadith,
being the practice and the sayings
respectively of the Prophet
Muhammad (sas). Thetwo most im-
portant institutions of Islam, for in-
stance, are prayer and the compul-
sory charity of zakah. “Keep up
prayer” (agimus salah) is the
Qur’anic injunction, and it was the
Prophet (sas) who, by his own ac-
tions, gavethe details of thisservice.
“Pay thezakah” (atuz-zakah) isagain
an injunction frequently repeated in
the Qur’an, yet it was the Prophet
who gave the rules and regulations
for its payment and collection.

The main mission of the Prophet was
to restore the worship of the One
True God, the Creator and Sustainer,
as taught by Prophet Abraham, and
all the other prophetsbeforehim. The



Prophet began to preach openly about
Islam, much to the distaste of the
Quraish, theleaders of Makkah. The
most hostile of these were hisuncle,
Abu Lahab, and Abu Lahab’s wife.
They tried to bribe him with talks of
money and power but nothing could
deter the Messenger of Allah from
delivering hismessage. The Quraish
then began to persecute Muslims,
who were weak, poor or slaves. The
Prophet (sas) also was publicly ridi-
culed and abused in the streets and
when he went to pray in the Ka bah.
After things became worse, he was
forced to migrate to Madinah. The
Quraish did not leave the Holy
Prophet alonein Madinah. They gath-
ered armies and attacked him and his
young community time and time
againuntil, finally, after they had bro-
ken asolemn treaty, the Holy Prophet
marched with 10 000 soldiers. With-
out fighting, they headed straight to
the Ka’ bah, which was fraught with
statues and idols, and he stated:
“Truth has come and falsehood will
neither start nor reappear” (17:81).
From that day on, the people of
Makkah then accepted |slam and the
Prophet’struthful wordsastheir own.

Many who knew the Prophet de-
scribed him thus: “Hewasmost gen-
erous, large-hearted, truthful, clem-
ent, lenient and amiable. One who
saw him for the first time was over-
awed, but when one kept his com-
pany and came to know him inti-
mately, one became attached to him
like an inseparable companion. Those
who had seen him say that they never
saw a man like him either before or
after him. May Allah have peaceand
blessingson HisApostle.”

It isthetribulation of the caller, who
is orphaned and who lives through
hardshipsin hisyouth, which makes

him more sensitive to noble human
causes. Such experience makes him
more sympathetic to the plight of the
orphans, the poor and the oppressed.
It mobiliseshimto fight for therights
of those people who belong to the
lower echelons of society and inces-
santly galvaniseshim to be good and
merciful towards them. Every caller
needs to have a great deal of noble
human feelings, otherwise known as
compassion, which makes him com-
miserate with the state of the weak
and oppressed. Nothing of such sort
moulded him better than treading in
his own life most of the pains and
angst felt by the poor, orphaned and
the needy.

In conclusion, we see how important
arole the Prophet Muhammad (sas)
playedinthe society at that time, and
how important it is now to continue
histraditionsof love, honour, respect,
sacrifice, commitment to Islam, giv-
ing of charity and keeping up pray,
among many others. If weall follow
in the Prophet’s footsteps, our name
would surely be carved in the walls
of heaven and we will be assured
peace and happiness in this life and
in the hereafter. Assalamu ‘ Alaikum.

Muhammad is the Messenger of Al-
lah, and those with him are firm of
heart against the disbelievers, com-
passionate among themselves. Thou
seest them bowing down, prostrating
themselves, seeking Allah’s grace and
pleasure. Their marks are on their
faces in consequence of prostration.
That is their description in the Torah —
and their description in the Gospel —
like seed-produce that puts forth its
sprout, then strenghtens it, so it be-
comes stout and stands firmly on its
stem, delighting the sowers that He
may enrage the disbelievers on ac-
count of them. Allah has promised
such of them as believe and do good,
forgiveness and a great reward. (H.Q.
48:29).
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_Poev |

Kyaa zindagee kaa zauq agar woh
naheen milaa
Can life hold any joy for us if we do
not meet Him?

La'nat hai aise jeene pe gar is se
hain judaa

Indeed to live far from Him is an ac-
cursed existence

Us rukh ko dekhnaa hee to hai
asal mudda‘aa

A mere sight of His countenance is
the cherished goal of life

Jannat bhee hai yehee keh mile
yaar-e aashnaa

For heavenly life is gained through
meeting that beloved Friend

Ai logo ‘aish-e dunyaa ko hargiz
wafaa naheen

O people! Place no reliance on
worldly pleasures

Kyaa tum ko khauf-e marg-o-
khiyaal-e fanaa naheen

Have you no fear of death, no
thought of leaving this world?

Dhoondo woh raah jis se dil-o-
seenah paak ho

Search for that path which will
cleanse your heart and soul

Nafs-e danee Khudaa kee itaa‘at
men khaak ho

And through obedience to God
erase the base desires of the ego .
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